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Turning Your Donations into Care
OutCare 2021 Grants Awarded
We are proud to announce that we were able to fully fund all the grant
applications that we received in 2021. Thanks to your generous
donations, these local hospices can enhance existing programs and
undertake trial initiatives to deliver essential palliative care within the
Champlain Health Region.

$45,555
invested

Last year, we funded Carefor Hospice Cornwall’s Comfort Kit pilot project. It was
exciting to learn that their success sparked conversations with Hospice Care
Ottawa. We were very pleased to support Hospice Care Ottawa this year with
their own Comfort Kit program, tailored to the needs of their clients.
Medical equipment loan cupboards continue to be important resources for

individuals with life-limiting illnesses who are receiving care in-home. We have
provided funding so that loan cupboards could replace equipment and for a
commercial steamer to sterilize equipment between use. Another initiative will
deliver hospital beds to client homes and a grant to the Dianne Morrison Hospice
at the Ottawa Mission will purchase two new electric hospital beds.
Visiting home hospice programs help make it possible for clients to stay at home.
This year, OutCare was able to provide funding for Roger Neilson House to
enhance their Visiting Home Hospice program. Their volunteers will receive
training and oversight to offer therapeutic activities that will improve the quality
of life for the children and families in their care.
OutCare has learned through conversations with local hospices of the growing

demand for grief and bereavement services. The exceptional circumstances
caused by the pandemic have meant that many bereaved individuals have not
addressed their grief. We applaud Carefor Hospice Cornwall’s new program to
provide Grief Care Kits to enhance follow up bereavement visits to their clients.
The 2021 Grants help address urgent gaps in palliative care funding but we know
that the need continues. OutCare regularly engages with our local hospices and
palliative care experts to ensure that the monies entrusted to us by our donors are
allocated to have the most impact.

Roger Neilson House
- $16,800 to enhance the
Visiting Home Hospice
Program

Dianne Morrison Hospice
- $6,911 to buy two electric
hospital beds
Beth Donovan Hospice
- $6,484 to purchase new
items for their loaning
cupboard
Carefor Hospice Cornwall
- $5,260 to create Grief
Comfort Kits
Hospice Care Ottawa
- $5,000 to launch a Comfort
Kit pilot
Carefor Pembroke
Community Hospice Program
- $3,300 to deliver hospital
beds to patients’ homes
Dundas County Hospice
- $1800 to purchase and
industrial steamer
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Message from the Chair

Our Board of
Directors:

By Christine Irvine

Season’s greetings to you and your loved ones
from all of us at OutCare Foundation!

Christine Irvine
Chair & Treasurer

Linda Bruce

While this has been a challenging year, we would like to celebrate the

Secretary

resourcefulness of our hospices. They have had to adapt and pivot to find new

Linda McCallum

ways to connect with their patients, to safely deliver support and essential

Past Chair

palliative care to our friends and loved ones at the hospice or in their homes.

Alison Bouchier

Hospices were more than up to the challenge with their teams doing virtual check-

Tamara Deines

ins, updating protocols as health regulations shifted, introducing new care

Eric Kalbfleisch

initiatives and, in some cases, actually delivering meals! Bravo!

Andy Lonie

Thanks to you, our donors, the OutCare Foundation was there to help.

Jim Nininger

We are driven to fund palliative care initiatives because we have seen first-hand
how quality care improves the lives of families, individuals, and communities.
Residential hospices receive just 56% of their funding from the provincial
government and must secure the remaining 44% through fundraising in the
community. Grants from the OutCare Foundation help ensure that essential

Meet our Board:
Eric Kalbfleisch

programs and services not covered by government funding are still available.
Growing demand for in-home palliative care is reflected by the seven grant

applications OutCare received from Champlain hospices. Each application was to
either enhance existing in-home palliative care programs or to launch new
initiatives. The decision to expand our grants program to give a special focus on inhome programs was clearly the right move.
This year, we partnered with the Champlain Hospice Palliative Care Program to
convert their existing Caregiver Training Course for online delivery, allowing this
training to continue even though in-person courses were not possible. This
training is designed specifically for unpaid caregivers who care for a loved one
with a life-limiting illness at home.
As we approach the holiday season, we are grateful for support of our donors.
Without your financial support, we would not be able to provide our grants to this

underfunded healthcare sector.
Please consider making a year-end donation to enable us to continue to fund

Eric joined the Board in January
2020
and
sits
on
the
Communications,
Fundraising,
Governance and Investment
Committees. Learn more about
our Board members, including
Eric on the OutCare website
under leadership.

programs that support patients and families, ensuring that they receive the
palliative care and services they need, in the setting of their choice, for their endof-life journey.
Thank you again for your support and for being part of our journey.

Join the conversation — share this newsletter with friends, family and colleagues.

Over $21,000 Raised
Thank you to all those who joined us in recreating
our annual Black Tie Bingo fundraiser as a virtual
event.
We were so pleased to hear how our guests celebrated
Black Tie Bingo, whether on their own or by hosting small
dinner parties. People got dressed up, enjoyed their meals, and tuned in for the
online program—some even held their own bingo games! Certainly not our usual
Black Tie Bingo, but definitely a fun and successful event, raising over $21,000 for

local palliative care programs.
This year, we delivered Black Tie Bingo boxes to our guests at their homes. Each
box included chef-prepared meals with wine pairings from Curated By Beckta,
party favours, exclusive access to our online program, and an opportunity to bid
on our online auction.
The online program featured Matt Skube, CTV News anchor and Andy Lonie,
OutCare Fundraising Chair as emcees. Nadine Valk, ED of the Champlain Hospice
Palliative Care Program, spoke about their partnership with OutCare to develop
their Virtual Practical Caregiver Training Program. We also were announced our
2021 Grant recipients and rewarded guests who watched the final credit roll with
bloopers from the videotaping session.

Thank You
We couldn’t pull off a great virtual event without the help of our generous
supporters, volunteers, auction donors and guests. Special thanks to:

-

Presenting Sponsors: Timothy Orr and Christopher Dubois,
Community Sponsors: Sun Life and BMR
Corporate Table Sponsors: Canada Life, Equitable Life of Canada, Palladium
Insurance, Gary Katz and Andy Lonie,
Stephen Beckta and his team at Curated By Beckta
Matt Skube, CTV News
Nadine Valk, E.D., Champlain Hospice Palliative Care Program

Save the Date
We would like to invite you to join us next year on November 12, 2022 for a return
to our in-person Black Tie Bingo. Matt Skube and Andy Lonie will once again
emcee the evening at the Ottawa Conference and Event Centre. Planning is
already underway to bring you memorable evening with seven exciting live bingo
games with fabulous prizes. Mark your calendars!
A typical Comfort Kit

Visit our website: outcarefoundation.org — Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
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Buy the box:
outcarefoundation.org/black-tie-bingo
$300 per box
Single dinner box $150
Free delivery within 25km of Beckta (150 Elgin
St., Ottawa)
Pickup option available

How to Help
Donate Today

You can help more people on their end-of-life
journey by calling us at 613-232-2273 or going
online at outcarefoundation.org

Become a Monthly Donor

Monthly giving is an affordable and easy way
to support palliative care, year round. To set
up your monthly gift call us or visit
outcarefoundation.org/monthly-giving/
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